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-• The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- [f the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 November 2003 . 
2b)\Z\ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Expa/te Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E1 Claim(s) 1-65,67,68 and 70 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clalm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) M Claim(s) 1-65, 67, 68 and 70 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacennent drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). / 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/623,426 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3643 

The amendment filed on 1 1-19-2003 have been considered, as a result, the 
election of species requirement has been withdrawn. However, an additional election of 
species requirement is deemed to be proper 

Election of Species 

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

The species are as follows: 

Species I, claim 22, 

Species II, claim 24 

Species III, claim 27, and 30-32. 

Species IV, claim 28. 

Species V, claims 34, 35 and 47. 

Species VI, claims 36 and 37. 

Species VII, claim 38. 

Species VIII, claim 39 and 40. 

Species IX, claims 41 and 42. 

Species X, claim 43, 

Species XI, claim 44. 

Species XII, claim 45, 

Species XIII, claim 46. 

Species XIV, claims 48-57, 67, 68 and 70. 
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Species XV, claim 60. 
Species XVI, claim 62, 
Species XVII, claim 64. 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species to which the 
claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. The reply 
must also identify the claims readable on the elected species, including any claims 
subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

The claims are deemed to correspond to the species listed above in the following 
manner: 

Species I includes a means for controlled feeding of an animal to automatically 
recognize whether the animal is provided with a specific amount of feed. 

Species II includes a means for directing the animal toward one of the outlets doors 
comprising a turnable fence. 

Species III includes a means for automatically separating and/or isolating an identified 
animal is a locate within the movable hut. 

Species IV includes a means for controlling the content of subcutaneous fat on selected 
areas of an identified animal. 

Species V includes a mud hole. 

Species VI includes a mud hole in combination with a draining means. 



Application/Control Number: 09/623,426 



Art Unit: 3643 



Page 4 



Species VII includes a nnud hole in combination witli a means for adding liquid. 

A 

Species VIII includes a movable mud hole. 

Species IX includes facilities for slaughtering the animals is positioned within or in close 
proximity to the fenced in open air field area. 

Species X includes facilities for slaughtering the animals and a means for collecting the 
waste from the slaughtering facilities. 

Species XI includes a means for detecting and selecting an animal ready for 
slaughtering. 

Species XII includes a certain amount of animals. 

Species XIII includes the fenced in field area is no less than 10 square meter per animal 
in the system. 

Species XIV includes a plurality of enclosures. 

Species XV includes measuring the skin of a porker via infra red radiation from the 
animal. 

Species XVI includes adjusting the amount of feed fed to each porker based on the air 
temperature. 

Species XVII includes separating a porker in response to the determined temperature of 
said porker. 

Claims 1-21, 23, 25, 26, 29. 33, 58, 59, 61, 63, 65 and 68 are anticipated or lack 
inventive step over the Prior Art of Record, and therefore, lack a special technical 
feature and are not generic 

The following claim(s) are generic: No claims appear to be generic 

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PC r 
Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the species lack the same or corresponding 
special technical features for the following reasons: Each of the species listed above 
contain a special technical feature which is not claimed in any of the remaining species. 
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A telephone call was made to Mr Iver Cooper on 02-23-2004 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Price whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2694. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30a.m. 
to 5:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 703-308-2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). a / 
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Attacbacit for FTO-948 (Rev. OWl. or etdler) 

The below text rcpltces the pre-printed text under thej&a4lng, 
**lBfoniutioa on How to Effect Drawing Changes,*' on th^lMCk 
of the PTO-MS (Rev. 03/Ci, or uriler) form. 

WFOnMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 



1. C^rmtiM •r tor«r«Alilla - M CFR US 

^kw eoincnd dfMvii«i awa b« filed with the changes incocpo^ 
f imi^li^ Mi ii ypJuHdci tlkiiM tirtote dw lirteof the mmk^ 
miof'i turn, nil mii( Mion wti ir nr ilintTT rrrr^ f-''^] ^' " 
i4i#IIuilju.iijluulurijtiuiM|MJ Ifd^idbrawioits 
praiM. kMbtpMotdMOoMorcicbilMMd cMKiftdi^ 
mmtim. VmamMd dWKli^i «t imiiwd to • Katictof Aitowibiihy ifJpX' 

WW) pwlaiiinbf wply iadicyeJceof Anww^biii)- E«MMto«<|riiMe 
■y.MOTtt B l l l l liiiii i i r d» p iB»iiioi i <fnCfniJMCi><ir<tt»>liiH 
ilw oiw mm dhwi^ law ita wiilii^ nf ■ Mntin nfnilT"i1r'"ir TTt :v 
drawi^ teU to iled « « HpiiM piptr ■ «Msm^ 
dM OflkW OnftipcraQn. 

2. CerrtctiMS MiMr thM InfonuUtlci Noc«d by OranspcrMn o« rorm rro- 
f4t. 

All chMfci to the dnwings. other thu infonn«lities noted the OraAtpcriOA. 
MUST he nude in the ttme mtnncr u ebove etcept that normelly. a higMiifltt«d 
(pre<terably red ink) sketch oi'the changes to be ineorporaieo mto the nev. 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before ih< jppiicition will be 
allowed So changes vk..i be permitted to be made, other -njn correction oi' 
informalities, unless the examiner his approved ihe propo>co jhanwes 

Timing of Correctioni 

Applicant IS required lo submit the diavnn^ cDr-cnonj vv\ihtn the 
(ifDe oefiod set if^ ih^ ^" ached Office commun\c3iion Sec j" CFR 
1 85(a) 

Failure to (akc corrective action wiilnn ilic ■)<ri i)c: vl vmII rejuli m 
ABAND0N"^IEM .M tlK- jpphc.iii.'M 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

UnLdya?.^T.tprJ''H T "i^'^ T^.'^^' ^' for any correspondence with the 
nrnlnl Jf P^^ent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

afSrTvf foo^^^'^^^ ^-^^ 2327 Arlington. VA 22202 addresses 

fnZ^Hl'^ ^"^ conrespondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 

fo^STs m^^t^Z'^^^^ *° organizations reporting to the Commissioner 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

pLTen^?and r'^fl'' ^T^V^'" ''^^"^'"S ^P^^'^' ^ox designations for 

' mIh sfop 41 corresponding iVIail Stop designations (e.g.. "Box 4" will now be 

on he ulp?S's 1 t^HH "^P^ °^ f^^9ister notice is available 

on the USPTO s web site at http://www.usDt o.aov/web/menn/current.html#rf>ni.^tPr 

on"thL"u<?PTnl"^"K^^^^° addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 

on the USPTO s web site on April 15. 2003 at http://www.usDtn noy/main/contact. htm 

Ga2e°t^e nS^'l'^f maI" ''^^"'^ ""^''^ ^^'^^ °^ P'^^^^^^' tr... Official 

0 the Office s Internet Web site (www.usoto oov^ to determine the approprimilddress 

vi. thp I ?f ^'^ 'PP''""^'^) ^" <=orrespondence being delivered to the USPTO 

via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Center^ rTo.f.ns H^^f^^fn f ^'"'^ ^'^f ^'^"^^^^ ^° Assistance 

uenter at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 





NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U S PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenien- downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature caller "F-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
(www.USPTO.gov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature dunng the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U S patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office- 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the ' 
customer numba. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opmions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 



On December 1. 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authonzed user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdO files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability fi-om other USPTO systems. 



steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
I nerearter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
make appropnate airangements for Intemct access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digual certificate are available at die Office's Electronic Business Center (BBC) web page at 
<http://www.usp to gov/ebc/downlo^ds hrml> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. m v,u lu 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form PTO- 
f http://www.uspto.eov/weh/fnrm.<;/.hni 7S p HF The completed fomi can then be 

transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished bv adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request (onn. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page af 
http://www.uspto.gov/chc/rR gistration p air html 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 
Ordinanly all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be ' 
available over the Intemet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estunated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
A^oje P°rt=»ble Document Fomiat (.pdO files. For a limited penod of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this riotice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patem 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U S patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance The 
public IS encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to expenment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access lo the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
dunng Its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference@u.^tn pnv or 
by facsuTuIe to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
mspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 1 5. 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbe.^ and 

rTnn Mfni^pTn^?''' "^i"^ ^PP'i"^*^"^ should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) dt the USPTO by facsimile ai (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@usplo.gov, 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, ,ts evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
dunng examination of non provisional applications on or after Febmary 2. 2004; although copies 
ot cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned mto [FW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the [FW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gOv/web/patents/.fw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 

trnp'/''T',?cn'^''''''°"' '^""^^"^•"g operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
7m^n« /«.n 'l'''^^ at (866) 217-9197. 7T,e EBC may also be contacted bv facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Date Jilijfo } l/cJcJ^P- 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



